EVELYN    S   WORKS
offend as well as the Dutch.
In any case the work which was absorbing his time
and attention was promptly cut short and all his
efforts counted for nothing.
There is an element of anticlimax in the final fate of
his folios and copious notes. He lent them to Samuel
Pepys, who fancied he was going to write a vast
history of the Navy. Evelyn goes back to the Romans
as a beginning for his reflections on the Dutch War,
but Pepys was already making notes about Noah's
ark. Pepys, however, with ample leisure in his
retirement, was daunted by the magnitude of his task
and probably realised his incompetence for author-
ship on such a colossal scale. But the notes were
never returned. In one of Pepys's tidyings-up they
must have been destroyed.
It would, seem that Evelyn sent materials of
which he gives a long list in a letter to Pepys,* but he
makes no mention of his own notes. He describes the
mass of documents he has had to read, but does not
explain at all clearly in this letter why his work was
cut short* Perhaps, he concludes, the world has been
delivered "from a fardle of impertinences." But in
another letter to Pepysj he describes the circum-
stances more fully, and adds, "In sum I had no
thanks for what I had done and have been accounted
since (I suppose) a useless fop only fit to plant cole-
worts, and I can't bristle, nor yet bend to mean sub-
missions, and this, sir, is the history of your historian."
*Letter to Samuel Pepys of December 5th, 1681.
f Letter to Samuel Pepys of April 28th, 1682.
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